
Open Space and Land Acquisition Committee 

Thursday, January 25
th

, 2018 Regular Meeting 4:00 PM 

John Weichsel Municipal Center- Technology Training Room- 196 No. Main St.    

                                                  Southington  

Minutes 

 

 

Members Present: All members were present with the exception of Mr. Riccio and Mr. 

Berkmoes. Also in attendance were Robert Phillips, Director of Planning and Community 

Development and David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner/Environmental Land Use 

Planner. One member of the public from Wedgewood Road also attended.  

 

Chair Miceli called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM 

 

The first item on the agenda was approval of the Special Meeting Minutes of 12/28/17; 

the minutes were approved upon a motion by Mr. Pocock, second by Mr. Borowy with all 

in favor. 

 

Chair Miceli had previously asked for input from members on Open Space goals and 

objectives. The overriding response as summarized by Miss Miceli was the need for 

greater publicity on what the Committee does and has to offer, a desire to start more 

conversations with landowners, acquisition funding opportunities through grants whether 

public or private, an Open Space referendum this year to enhance the pool of purchase 

monies, enhance Open Space Subdivision Regs to better “locate” required open space, 

create examples of beneficial landscape features such as pollinator and rain gardens and 

encourage residents to establish their own, set up a maintenance program for existing 

trails on open space parcels; an “Adopt a Parcel” effort will likely be brought forth to 

encourage local civic groups as well as Committee members to help clear and mark trails, 

sponsor hikes and events on Earth Day, Trails Day, etc. to highlight our holdings and 

encourage increased interest in all that the Committee does.  

 

Trail maintenance was the next item to be discussed; the Land Trust offered to team up 

with the Committee to put trail markers on established trails on the Novick and Crescent 

Lake parcels.  

 

The next item was an update from Rob Phillips on the Planning and Zoning 

Commission’s Open Space Subdivision language. The general concepts were possibly 

mandating a “Flexible Subdivision Design” in certain zones, capping the total lot yield to 

that which is allowed under the current open space subdivision regs, requiring that 50% 

of dedicated open space be free of constraints such as stormwater management facilities, 

reduction of lot size and frontage to allow greater design flexibility, eliminate rear lots, 

and remove the “Buildable Square” as it appears in the regs.  

 

Mr. Chaplinsky gave an overview of the current options and a depiction of how open 

space may be located within a site; usable open space area vs. not as usable as it relates to 

passive recreation and wildlife corridors, buffering, etc. Committee members shared their 



views on the esthetics of subdivision layouts and how flexibility is key in design. Mr. 

Barry expressed his concern about doing anything that would take away lot area in an   

R-80 Zone. Miss Miceli agreed. Additionally, it may not be desirable to have a cluster of 

open space in a subdivision in order that the public may use it given that neighbors may 

not want unknown visitors in their neighborhood. The public would not likely seek these 

areas out to hike since larger parcels such as Novick’s and Crescent have a lot to offer.  

Everyone concurred that quality of open space is paramount. 

  

A motion to go into Executive Session at 4:40 was made by Mr. Pocock, seconded by 

Mr. Chaplinsky with all in favor. 

 

Executive Session ended at 4:59 whereupon the regular portion of the meeting continued. 

 

Motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Borowy, second by Mr. Pocock at 5:00 with all in 

favor.  

 

 

 

 


